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The Secret and its Future 
-Winnicott/Laplanche/Dolto and Distortion of Communication一
Yasuhiko MURAKAMI 
The concept of enigmatic message proposed by Jean Laplanche can explain the mechanism of 
distortion in communication and its consequences. The seduction of an infant by his (her) parents 
is incomprehensible for him (her) and it becomes an enigmatic message without meaning. Later 
in lifeラanevent can reactivate this old seduction, and thus this new event becomes traumatic. 
Therefore, this traumatism is formed through two phases of events. An old potentially traumatic 
but veiled event is the source of the actual traumatism. 
Frarn;oise Dolto reinterprets the Freudian concept of death instinct. According to her, the death 
instinct is the paralysis of an imaginary body-more precisely that of the function of symbolical 
structure installed in the imaginary body. Furthermore, this paralysis is caused by the distorted 
communication with patient’s environment (e.g., mother’s care). These two psychoanalysts 
provide us with structural comprehension on the effect of miscommunication. 
A case of perversion reported by Winnicott demonstrates this effect and obliges us to conduct 
further investigation. The symbolical structure is transmitted in the perceptual phantasia 
φerceptive Phantasie). Moreover if a structure that contradicts other structures is installed in 
onピsimaginary body (Phantasieleib), this contradiction has some effects in the白刷re.
Ordinarily, we cannot be aware of this contradictionラ andtherefore, this distortion in our 
imaginary body requires psychotherapy. The therapeutic process of Winnicott consists in the 
incarnation as the patient’s dead mother who had obliged him a distorted gender identity. In the 
therapeutic setting of the perceptual phantasia (that he calls the transitional area), Winnicott 
discovers the function of the imaginary body of the patient’s mother via that of the patient. He 
reactivates the function of the symbolical structures and thus seeks to find a harmony between 
two contradictory gender structures. 
